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RABBI H. SCHACHTER RJJ JOURNAL- LAWS OF ERUVIN .26
Tzurat Hapetach

The Gemara in Eruwin (11b) is the source of the mechitza
which is formed to resemble the frame of a door and is called
Tzurat hapetach. The rationale behind this type of mechitza is as
follows: since a house is most certainly a Reshut hayachid, even
with its door(s) wide open, and even when it has several such
doors, why shouldn’t an enclosure surrounded totally by doorways
{even when the doors are missing and only the doorframes remain)
be considered a Reshut hayachid as well? All that is needed for
such a doorframe mechitza is "'a pole on one side, a pole on the
other side, and a pole running across the two from above.”1®
Strictly speaking, there is no limit to the number of such Tzurot
hapetach which may be employed.t®

Possible Limitations

Some authorities, however, severely limit the practical use of
the Tzurat hapetach. The Pri Megadim?® claims that this form of
mechitza is a rabbinic enactment, geared merely to remind a person
of where an enclosed area ends, and, as such, can only be used to
permit carrying in areas whose original prohibition was rabbinic in




nature. Thus, Tzurot hapetach would allow one to carty in a
carmelit, but not in a Reshut harabim. 2

The Chazon Ish opposes this school of thought, 22 and insists
that the Tzurat hapetach works on a biblical level, and not only on
a rabbinic one. As proof, he cites a case from the Gemara??
concerning the biblical prohibition of Kil'ayim (forbidden
crossbreeding) in Eretz Yisrael. In order to avoid the lssur d’oraitha
of Kil'ayim one must ecither leave four amot of spaces between his
wheat and grape seeds or erect a fence between the two types of
seeds. The Gemara states explicitly that the *fence' may be a
Tzurat hapetach. In this way, says the Chazon Ish, the Tzurat
hapetach functions on the d'oraitha level, to remove the biblical
prohibition of Kil'ayim. Several Acharonim? who sided with the
Pri Megadim anticipated this proof and refuted it by distinguishing
between the types of mechitzot needed for Kil'ayim and for Ernvin,
While for Kil'ayim purposes a mechitza need only separate, for
Shabbat purposes it must enclose as well. The proof of the Chazon
Ish shows only that a Tzirat hapetach is a mechitza hamafseket, a
mechitza which separates, but does not prove it to be a mechitza
hamakefet, one which encloses an area. Despite the refutation of
his proof, it is the opinion of the Chazon [sh which is widely
accepted today.
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